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In the embodiment of the interconnected surgical sponges shown in 
FIGS. 1 and 2, the linear connector 22 is an absorbent relatively flat 
ribbon or tape, such. . . folded in a zig-zag pattern having 
relatively flat folds 40, as best shown in FIG. 2. As described above, 
the sponge is preferably fixed to the ribbon adjacent one edge, as at 
28. In this embodiment, the periphery of the sponge is stitched, such 
as by a conventional hemming stitch, which retains the ribbon at 28 and 
further retains the indicator tab 32. In the disclosed embodiment, the 
indicator tab includes an indicia 5 to identify the location of the 
particular sponge in the string. The number will notify the surgeon 
when he is approaching the end of the string, permitting the surgeon to 
call for another package of surgical sponges. Similarly, the 
indicator tabs may be colored either to identify the location of the 
surgical sponge or to differentiate between different packages of 
sponges. An identification number may also be printed directly upon the 
surgical sponge. The identification tab may also be utilized in 
conjunction with a counter system, wherein a counter is disposed with the 
sponge to make certain that each of the sponges has been removed from 
the incision. 


